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14.3 ACTIVE TRAVEL REFERENCE GROUP 

Objective Reference:   

Authorising Officer: Louise Rusan, General Manager Community & Customer Services 

Responsible Officer: David Jeanes, Group Manager City Planning & Assessment  

Report Author: Tim Mitchell, Principal Transport Planner  

Attachments: 1. Active Travel Reference Group - Terms of Reference    
  
PURPOSE 

To seek a Council resolution to evolve the current advisory group known as the “Redlands Bicycle 
Advisory Committee (RedBAC)” in favour of creating a new Active Travel Reference Group. 

BACKGROUND 

The RedBAC, which has been in existence since 2000, was an external stakeholder-based advisory 
group in Redlands Coast, established to act as a forum that would allow clear and direct 
communication between the general community, business, Council and the State Government on 
all matters associated with cycling in the city. The advisory group has not been convened since 
2015. 

There is an opportunity to revive an active travel focussed group that has a broader focus 
capturing all micro-mobility modes including walking, cycling and emerging technologies such as e-
bikes and e-scooters. 

Widening the scope from only cycling to all active travel and micro-mobility modes may result in a 
more diverse group which could result in a more effective engagement process and allow focus on 
specific topics, for example, walkability. 

ISSUES 

The establishment of a new Active Travel Reference Group aligns with two objectives of the 
Redlands Coast Transport Strategy (transport strategy), being “Leadership and Governance” and 
“Positive Education and Behaviour” as well as being consistent with the defined Active Travel 
priority for Council-led initiatives in the transport strategy. 
A draft Terms of Reference (Attachment 1) has been developed to clearly articulate the scope and 
function of the proposed Active Travel Reference Group.  
The primary purpose of the reference group is to: 

Work with Redland City Council officers to contribute their expertise and local knowledge 
about active travel; 

Share knowledge and understanding of key issues affecting active travel across the city; and 

Advocate to all levels of government on opportunities or projects that provide an active travel 
benefit to the Redlands Coast. 

It is proposed that the members of this reference group will: 

Be briefed on Council and State projects relevant to active travel. 

Contribute advice, information and insight on active travel based on personal and professional 
knowledge and experience of local conditions and community economic, cultural, historical 
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and environmental considerations. 

Independently review and comment on existing technical data, and any relevant active travel 
research or initiatives. 

Share information and reports on the progress and direction of the planning process to 
relevant community networks. 

The officer recommendation is to evolve the RedBAC to create a new Active Travel Reference 
Group, with a Councillor nominated to act as Chairperson. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Legislative Requirements 

There are no relevant legislative requirements. 

Risk Management 

The purpose of the Active Travel Reference Group is to enhance connections between Council and 
the community by providing a forum for discussions surrounding Active Travel in the city.  

Establishing a group that has a broad project capability will ensure greater utilisation of individual 
skill sets and higher levels of engagement between Council and the group. 

Financial 

There is no specific budget allocated to the Active Travel Reference Group in 2020/21 financial 
year. There are no sitting fees for the reference group. Any costs associated with the draft Active 
Travel Action Plan, to be developed by the reference group focusing on the initiatives, actions and 
projects that promote active travel, would be considered as part of future budget development. 

People 

Management of the Active Travel Reference Group will be the responsibility of the Transport 
Planning Unit within the City Planning and Assessment Group, including meeting preparation, note 
taking and preparing minutes, to be published on Council’s website.  

It will be the responsibility of the Chairperson to attend all meetings and lead the agenda and 
discussions of the group. 

Environmental 

There are no environment implications associated with the establishment of the Active Travel 
Reference Group. 

Social 

It is proposed that the Active Travel Reference Group be convened for targeted meetings with a 
project-specific purpose, to reduce the impact on internal resource and achieve specific outcomes. 

Human Rights  

There are no known human rights implications associated with this report. 

Alignment with Council's Policy and Plans 

As identified under the Issues section, Active Travel is a Council-led priority in the Redlands Coast 
Transport Strategy.  
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The Active Travel Reference Group will be informed of, and involved in, Council’s Active Travel 
related projects and programs. 

CONSULTATION 

Consulted Consultation 
Date Comments/Actions 

Councillor Division 2 Ongoing from late 
2019 

Value in creating a community reference group with an active 
travel focus so that Council can engage more effectively at a 
grass roots level. 

Governance Service Manager September 2020 Terms of reference for community reference groups are to be 
sent to Council for approval. If Councillors are to be 
appointed, a resolution is required to appoint Councillors. 

OPTIONS 

Option One 

That Council resolves as follows: 

1. To support the creation of the Active Travel Reference Group in accordance with the draft 
Terms of Reference (Attachment 1). 

2. To nominate a Councillor to act as Chairperson for the Active Travel Reference Group. 

3. To rebrand the Redlands Bicycle Advisory Group (RedBAC) in favour of the Active Travel 
Reference Group. 

Option Two 

That Council resolves as follows: 

1. To support the creation of the Active Travel Reference Group. 

2. Not to nominate a Councillor to act as Chairperson for the Active Travel Reference Group. 

3. To rebrand the Redlands Bicycle Advisory Group (RedBAC). 

Option Three 

That Council resolves as follows: 

1. To not support the creation of the Active Travel Reference Group.  

2. That the Redlands Bicycle Advisory Group (RedBAC) remain as the main advisory group for 
cycling related matters. 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

That Council resolves as follows: 

1. To support the creation of the Active Travel Reference Group in accordance with the draft 
Terms of Reference (Attachment 1). 

2. To nominate a Councillor to act as Chairperson for the Active Travel Reference Group. 

3. To rebrand the Redlands Bicycle Advisory Group (RedBAC) in favour of the Active Travel 
Reference Group. 
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